
Greetings from 

 
 
 
 

 
Spring Issue - 2018 

 
Dear Lime Lake Association Members:   
 
Our lake was still white in mid-April; trust that the ice will off before you receive this newsletter. The lake may be brisk for 
swimming on Memorial Weekend, but the lime green water will be a welcome sight. Our association remains engaged in 
pursuit of our mission. 
 
As an association, we embrace the following: “Our mission is to serve as stewards to preserve the environmental purity 
and beauty of Lime Lake.”  To serve this purpose, the Association will promote environmental education, scientific 
research and testing to safeguard water quality and abate health hazards, and collaborate with public and private entities. 
 
Enclosed you will read about our ongoing activities to serve our mission. We sincerely appreciate your support of our 
work. And remember, membership contributions are now tax deductible.  
 
Please mark your calendar to attend our annual membership meeting on July 28, 9:00 a.m., at the township hall. Hope 
you can join us at the meeting so we may hear from you as we reflect on our past year’s work and set a course for future 
activities. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dean Manikas – President, Lime Lake Association Board 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mission, Vision & Goals 
Our Mission and Vision to guide our Association activities… 
 

Mission   
 

Our mission is to serve as stewards to preserve the environmental purity and beauty of Lime Lake. 
 

Vision 
 

The Lime Lake Association is dedicated to the conservation and preservation of Lime Lake, its shores and streams.  
To serve this purpose, the Association will promote environmental education, scientific research and testing to safeguard 

water quality and abate health hazards, and collaborate with public and private entities. 
 

Activities 

• Collaborate with the Leelanau Conservancy, Oakland University and the Good Harbor Watershed Steering 
Committee to establish baseline data on the status of Lime Lake’s water quality, habitat and shoreline. 

• Engage Freshwater Solutions in the study and reduction of swimmer’s itch and collaborate with the MI Swimmer’s 
Itch Partnership. 

• Educate our members on the scientific environmental findings related to the preservation of Lime Lake’s purity 
and beauty.    

 

 
 

Lime Lake – Leelanau 
 

Stewards of the environmental purity and beauty of Lime Lake  
 



 
Membership:  Join for 2018! 
 
With the new (in 2016) By-Laws & Tax Exempt status, your membership is now tax deductible (under Section 501 (c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code) and we have established a range of Membership levels.  Forms attached. 
 
Need three reasons?   

1. You will receive a LLA Directory. 
2. It is tax deductible. 
3. AND you will have the satisfaction of knowing you are supporting the LLA efforts to be:    

 
Stewards of the environmental purity and beauty of Lime Lake.  

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Annual Meeting:  Save the Date 
 
July 28 – Saturday – 9 am 
 
Cleveland Township Hall   955 E Harbor Hwy (M22 @ Bohemian), Cedar, MI 49621 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Lime Lake on YouTube… 

For a taste of summer on the lake, visit YouTube and 

enter ‘Lime Lake Leelanau’ in the search line.  Drone 

video provided by Phil Kane and edited by Steve Olson.  

Music sound familiar?  Same as the Pure Michigan ad 

campaign. 

Link:    www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKGSTLJhc9k 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Trout Planting 
 
On April 11, the DNR fisheries department planted 14,700 brown trout fingerlings - 7” average length - in the lake. With the 
uncommonly cold spring, ice coverage provided protection from the birds while the fingerlings ventured into deeper 
waters. Happy fishing folks!  
 

 

  



Maintaining the Quality of Lake Life: 
Cleveland Township Master Plan & the Good Harbor Watershed: 
 
Last year we reported the adoption of the Cleveland Township Master Plan and Planning 
Commission Chair, Steve Strassburger addressed our annual meeting. The township will continue 
to pursue goals that directly impact the quality of Lime Lake and our immediate surroundings. 
 
Goals:  Best Management Practices for Water Quality 
The plan establishes goals related to: housing, economy, broadband, agriculture, public services and infrastructure, and 
environment. Notable for Lime Lake, many of the environmental goals are derived from the work done by the Good 
Harbor Watershed initiative. Specifically, the plan calls for research and action on “best management practices” to protect 
good water quality which have been detailed in the Watershed Plan. Additionally, wetlands preservation, septic system 
issues (exploring a point of sale inspection ordinance), community education on best practices, view shed (the 
geographical area that is visible from a location) and dark skies protection are all included in the Master Plan. 
 
College Interns @ Work! 
The Lime Lake Association, in collaboration with the Leelanau Conservancy as part of our Good Harbor Watershed plan, 
will again sponsor college interns over the summer to conduct water quality, invasive species, and shoreline surveys in 
our ongoing efforts to monitor and maintain the pristine quality of our lake.  
 
Enteric Bacteria Study: 
Lime Lake Association is contracting with Freshwater Solutions (FWS), LLC, to conduct a study of enteric bacteria in Lime 
Lake. Glen Lake and Little Traverse Lake will also be part of this project. In isolated sampling we have found elevated 
levels of E. coli (one bacteria used for monitoring) at both ends of our lake (as have the other lakes). This research project 
will establish if our water is at risk, whether there is any risk to swimmers, and the source animal responsible for any 
contamination.  FWS uses a sophisticated genetic marker system to identify the species of our polluters. This is the same 
tool used to identify snails and problem parasites in our work to reduce swimmers itch in the lake. 
 
Potential USGS Study; 
At the time of this newsletter, The Lime Lake Association is exploring collaborating with our neighbors on Little Traverse 
Lake and the U.S. Geological Survey. From the proposed study abstract: 

 
Lime and Little Traverse Lakes are a chain of lakes tributary to Lake Michigan, located in Leelanau County, 
Michigan near the village of Maple City. In recent years, residences along the shoreline of Little Traverse Lake 
have experienced increased frequency of flooding in and on their properties. Concerned lake residents have 
indicated that there is a need to better understand the hydrology contributing to these flooding events. Limited 
data exists on the surface water and groundwater resources in the area surrounding Lime and Little Traverse 
Lakes. To that end, the Unites States Geological Survey (USGS) proposes a 3-year study (2 years of monitoring) 
to investigate the hydrology of the area to inform local stakeholders on the hydrological factors affecting the lakes.  
The objectives of this study are to: 1) Characterize the hydrologic inputs and outputs for Lime and Little Traverse 
Lake to develop a water budget for the Lime/Little Traverse Lake system, and 2) Provide hydrologic data to inform 
potential future nutrient loading calculations and inform future lake management decisions for Lime Lake and 
Little Traverse Lake.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Water Quality Symposium:  June 13 
Hosted by Leelanau Clean Water 
 
June 13   -   11 am - 2 pm   -   Leelanau School 
 
$20.00 per person - includes lunch, call  231-256-9665 to RSVP 
 
Agenda 
11 am      Welcome - Molly O’Toole 
11:15 - 12:15   Presentations by area experts 
  Conservancy - Long Term Monitoring Megan WollerSkar, Professor Grand Valley State University 
  Swimmer’s Itch Research & New Technologies - Ron Reimink, Freshwater Solutions 
  Glen Lake Watershed - Rob Karner, Glen Lake Association 
12:15 - 1 pm  Lunch and viewing of Leelanau Clean Water Nature Change Video 
1 - 2 pm   Prioritize Water Quality Goals for Leelanau County - Conservation Resource Alliance 
 
“Exploring the health of our lakes & streams in Leelanau County! What 28 years of data shows us, and where emerging 
technology can take us.” 



 

 
Beavers at Work!      
 
Most lake dwellers probably know that Lime Lake is an 
‘open lake’.   An ‘open lake’ is a lake where water 
constantly flows out under almost all climatic 
circumstances. Open lakes form in areas where 
precipitation is greater than evaporation. Because most of 
the world's water is found in areas of highly effective 
rainfall, most lakes are open lakes whose water eventually 
reaches the sea. For instance, Lime Lake ‘flows’ through 
Shetland Creek at the NW corner eventually reaching Lake 
Michigan; the Great Lakes' water flows into the St. 
Lawrence River and eventually the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
But sometimes, our friends the Beavers, get too busy!  
Busy building dams that block the flow through Shetland 
Creek, backing water into Lime Lake with the potential to 
raise the level and cause substantial shoreline erosion. 
 
This spring, the Association has supported removing a beaver dam on Shetland Creek to assure that Lime Lake remains 
an open lake! Beavers at Work - and Your Association at Work! 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Swimmer’s Itch Control:  2018 
 
We continue to hear from our membership that folks are pleased with the 
reduction in swimmer’s itch cases on the lake. Swimmer’s itch is a health 
concern beyond just a nuisance and the Lime Lake Association has invested its 
modest funds over the past four years to the control efforts. This summer we are 
contracting with the Glen Lake Association to remove merganser broods, under 
a Lime Lake DNR permit, in our continuing, scientifically proven effort to 
suppress swimmer’s itch. Contracting with Glen Lake Association was part of 
our planning last year to reduce costs this year and into the future with DNR 
approved trappers and relocation sites all established by our years of 
investment in research. 
 
Collaboration:  Lime Lake + Lake Leelanau + Glen Lake 
Lime Lake Association is moving forward with a program supervised by 
Freshwater Solutions in collaboration with Glen Lake and Lake Leelanau for 
2018.  This year’s program includes not only merganser brood removal, but also 
some key research projects that could lead to a better understanding of 
swimmer’s itch and reduced long-term costs.  
 
Following is a brief summary of each project: 

• Participation in a statewide study of swimmer’s itch to increase our understanding of the parasites, collaborating 
with university faculty from Canada and the U.S.  

• Another project looks at the variety of species that may host the parasite. We know and control the common 
merganser, but there is evidence other fowl may be part of the parasite life cycle. Another study looks at control 
strategies for “hot spots” which may lead to additional strategies a lakeside resident may employ for a specific 
site.  

• Finally, we want to explore the behavior of the parasite (e.g., does it drift, will stirring up the lake bottom make it 
worse, etc.) to help us all better avoid “the itch”. 

 
Most of our costs as a lake association to participate in our control program and further research will be covered by a 
Legislative appropriation given to the Michigan Swimmer’s Itch Partnership (MISIP). Lime Lake Association is one of the 
five pilot lakes involved in the research and control efforts used by MISIP to secure State of Michigan legislative funding to 
combat swimmer’s itch. State funding is unstable and we need to secure our own stream of funds to maintain our 



swimmer’s itch program and water quality activities in the future. Please consider a generous (and tax deductible) 
contribution to Lime Lake Association. A more thorough exploration of our swimmer’s itch program and research will be 
shared at our Annual Meeting on July 28th. 
 

   
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Lime Lake Gear!  Totally AWESOME!     
 
The Lime Lake merchandise has been a major hit.  We have some limited inventory so best to order quickly. 
 

 Sizes Cost (each) 

T-Shirt  - Adult 
100% cotton 
 

S    
M   
Lg   
X-Lg   
XX-Lg 

 
 
$20 
 
 

T-Shirt  - Child 
100% cotton 
 

S   
M   
Lg 

 
$20 

 
Item cost plus shipping. 
Email order to Mary Barss:  marybarss@aol.com 
  
Cash or make checks payable to:  Lime Lake Association 
(Note:  Merchandise purchases are not tax deductible). 
 
 
 

 
All profits support the Lime Lake Association projects & activities! 

 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Lime Lake Online 
Website    www.limelake.org 
Facebook    www.facebook.com/LimeLakeMichigan 
 
 

Lime Lake Association Board  
The following are currently serving on the LLA Board through 2018:  
Dean Manikas  (President)   manikasdean@gmail.com   517-525-4532 
Tim Langlois  (Vice-President)  tim_leo_langlois@yahoo.com   231-766-1142  
Molly O’Toole  (Secretary)   molly@mollyotoole.com   630-258-1828  
Mark Fisher  (Treasurer)   mark@markfisher.com    231-228-6201  
Mary Barss     marybarss@aol.com    616-450-7696  
Lisa Genesen     GenTab@aol.com  
Jeff Kane     jeffkane@live.com   616-304-8353 
John Imboden    jkimboden@gmail.com   614-296-7648 
Steve Olson     solson4899@aol.com   248-514-8746 
Ron Reimink    reiminkron@gmail.com 
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