
Greetings from 
 
 
 
 

       
Dear Lime Lake Association Members:     
 

Greetings from the shores of Lime Lake and welcome to our Fall 2017 
Newsletter.  
 

It was a beautiful SUMMER!   
 
Your board hopes to keep you informed via timely “eblasts” and newsletters. 
And we have much to share with you thanks to the dedication, skills and commitment of your board members. 
 

Mission, Vision & Goals 
At our Labor Day weekend Board Meeting, we affirmed our Mission and Vision to guide our Association activities… 
 

Mission   
 

Our mission is to serve as stewards to preserve the environmental purity and beauty of Lime Lake. 
 

Vision 
 

The Lime Lake Association is dedicated to the conservation and preservation of Lime Lake, its shores and streams.  
To serve this purpose, the Association will promote environmental education, scientific research and testing to safeguard 

water quality and abate health hazards, and collaborate with public and private entities. 
 

Activities 

• Collaborate with the Leelanau Conservancy, Western Michigan University/NMC and the Good Harbor Watershed 
Steering Committee to establish baseline data on the status of Lime Lake’s water quality, habitat and shoreline. 

• Engage Freshwater Solutions in the study and reduction of swimmer’s itch and collaborate with the MI Swimmer’s 
Itch Partnership. 

• Educate our members on the scientific environmental findings related to the preservation of Lime Lake’s purity 
and beauty.    

 

At the Program Level…  
 

NEW By-Laws & we are now a Tax-Exempt Organization 
As mentioned in the Spring Newsletter, the Board has approved new By-Laws and signed the documents that make the 
Association a Tax-Exempt Organization under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.    
 

Membership 
With the new Tax-Exempt status, membership is tax deductible and we have a few Membership levels.  We had nearly 40 
people in attendance at our Annual Meeting and 72 paid memberships; thank you all for your interest in our lake. 
 

Swimmer’s Itch & Water Quality  
We continued with Year 3 of the three-year program related to Swimmer’s Itch and the results have been outstanding 
(please read the related article in this newsletter).  Additionally, we have authorized a study of Lime Lake related to ecoli 
and other water quality issues. The Spring newsletter will have water quality results from studies by Oakland University, 
Western MI University/ NMC students and the Leelanau Conservancy. Presently, our water quality remains excellent, 
though in a few categories our water quality is noted as “degraded”, i.e., we need to become proactive in preserving the 
resource we all love. 
 
The Board wants to thank Carl Walker for his years of service to the Lime Lake Association, including a stint as president.  
Our lake and this association are in a good place thanks to Carl’s work and leadership on the Lime Lake Association 
Board. Thank you, Carl!  
 

Hopefully, this coming Fall and Winter finds you well and able to enjoy all of the seasons on Lime Lake. 
 
Sincerely,  
Dean Manikas   -  President - Lime Lake Association Board 
 

Lime Lake – Leelanau 
 

Stewards of the environmental purity and beauty of Lime Lake 



                                   
  

Membership 
 
As of September, current paid membership stands at 72.   Awesome!  On the list?  Thank you!   
 
Welcome to new members: 

John and Linda Kuhn 
Gene and Bev Adams 
David and Meghan Rousseau 

  
And, Welcome to new owners: 

Michael and Kristen Janowicz 
Bill and Jill Lora 
Mike and Pat Lora 

 
Not on the rolls?  It’s not too late.  It is tax deductible, you will receive a LLA Directory and you will have the satisfaction of 
knowing you are supporting the LLA efforts to be:    
 

Stewards of the environmental purity and beauty of Lime Lake. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome New (and returning) Board members… 
 
The Board welcomes new member John Imboden and returning ‘lake biologist’ Ron Reimink.  
 
John Imboden    jkimboden@yahoo.com 
Ron Reimink    reiminkron@gmail.com 

 

 

Water Quality Data Collected by Freshwater Studies Program Students      

 

Students from the Fresh Water Studies Program through Western 
Michigan University collected water quality data on Lime Lake and 
Lime Creek this summer in coordination with the Leelanau 
Conservancy’s water monitoring program.  
 
They visited Lime Lake in mid-July with the help from Lake 
Association volunteers Mary Barss and Molly O’Toole who drove the 
boats. They collected data on the physical parameters at various 
depths at the deepest part of the lake from the surface to the bottom 
including pH, temperature, Dissolved Oxygen, Conductivity, etc. and 
looked at water clarity (Secchi disk). They also moved around the 
lake and collected data on benthic organisms. The students also 
collected this same data on Lime Creek including flow or discharge 
and total suspended solids. This data will be included in the 
Leelanau Conservancy water quality database and made available 
to the Lime Lake Association. 
 
 

For more information about the Leelanau Conservancy’s water quality monitoring 
program and the partnership with the FWSP, check out the video on 
naturechange.org. 
 
If you go to the home page of naturechange.org, you'll see the "cover photo" and a 
link to the specific page. The direct link is: 
  
http://naturechange.org/2017/08/17/monitoring-change-in-the-waters-of-leelanau/ 
 
Remember, water quality is everyone’s responsibility and the shoreline is a critical 
‘1st line of defense’! 

 



 

‘Softshore’ is the Right Shore! 

Natural Shorelines:  A Simple Solution for Lakefront Property Owners 

By using a ‘softshore’ approach to landscaping your waterfront property, you can help preserve the very things that likely 

attracted you to lakefront living in the first place – clean water, abundant wildlife, good fishing and access to recreation.  

 

What is Bioengineering?  

Bioengineering, often called softshore engineering or lakescaping, 

is a method of using native plants, biodegradable products and 

other natural materials to provide a stable shoreline. The goal is to 

protect the property from waves and erosion, while improving 

ecological features and the integrity of the shoreline. 

Bioengineering methods are often used when creating a natural 

shoreline – which acts as a living buffer that changes throughout 

the seasons and years. Homeowners and lake stewards can help 

keep their lakes healthy by using ecological principles to assess, 

design, construct and maintain natural shorelines.  

 

Why Consider a Natural Shoreline?  

The primary purpose of a buffer at the shoreline is to protect the property from erosion. Erosion may result in loss of 

shoreline property and increased sediment in the water – leading to poor water quality. Seawalls and natural shorelines 

are two types of buffers. Seawalls are in use all over Michigan. A seawall is any hard-surfaced wall installed along the 

shore to block the waves from reaching the land. The walls are typically parallel to the shore with a vertical surface facing 

the water. They are made out of many materials, including concrete, steel sheet pile, wood and rock-filled wood 

structures. Natural shorelines are buffers that may include erosion-control fabrics, native vegetation and rocks. Some 

natural shorelines use living and nonliving plant materials in combination with natural and synthetic support, like biologs, 

to stabilize the shore. The techniques – called bioengineering – are not new. For example, in the 16th century, willow 

branches were used to stabilize irrigation channels. Many property owners are drawn to seawalls because they are 

perceived to be more stable. However, they can often cause shorelines to be less stable than those protected by natural 

landscaping. Seawalls do not allow for absorption of the energy that waves bring in – waves hit the seawall, and the 

energy is bounced back out to the water. In the process, wave energy that has bounced off the wall scoops out soil and 

sand and causes erosion at the base of the wall. This kind of erosion is called scour. Scour contributes to a less stable 

waterfront, decreases water clarity, and has a negative effect on fish, animals and aquatic plants near the shore. In 

contrast, bioengineering along the shore absorbs some or all of the wave energy, which helps thwart shore erosion and 

scour.  

 

Benefits of Bioengineering: A Summary 

Natural vegetation serves as a filter between lawn and lakeshore, preventing pesticides and fertilizers from running 

directly into the water.  

• Native plant roots filter more water than the turf grass varieties typically planted in Michigan. They help prevent 

flooding or standing water.  Vegetation and natural and biodegradable items are often less expensive to 

implement than structural methods like concrete seawalls.  

• Plants, shrubs and trees can provide an attractive privacy screen for property owners, while maintaining views of 

the lake.  

• Vegetated strips using native plants often require little to no maintenance once established, leaving more time to 

enjoy lakefront living.  

• Plants in the water and along the shore help absorb the wave energy, which helps keep soils and sands settled 

and makes for clearer (less turbid) water.  Bioengineering is an attractive and environmentally-healthy way to 

landscape, with a living buffer. 

For more guidance visit:  http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/planning_natural_shoreline_landscaping_on_your_inland_lake 

 

Erosion:  Here Today, Gone Tomorrow! 

In a 2013 and 2016 shoreline study, nearly 60% of the Lime Lake shoreline had erosion. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/planning_natural_shoreline_landscaping_on_your_inland_lake


 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TIRED OF GEESE OR DUCKS IN YOUR YARD?  
 

Maintaining a vegetated strip along the shore can act as a natural deterrent for Canada 

geese. Taller plants along the shore (2-3 feet tall) such as native grasses, wildflowers and 

shrubs, are less inviting to the geese, which favor open expanses of manicured lawns and 

unrestricted access to the lakeshore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Lime Lake Gear!  Totally AWESOME!  Great for Holiday Gift Giving!   
 
The Lime Lake merchandise has been a major hit.  We have some limited inventory so best to order quickly. 
 

 Sizes Cost (each) 

T-Shirt  - Adult 
100% cotton 
 

S    
M   
Lg   
X-Lg   
XX-Lg 

 
 
$20 
 
 

T-Shirt  - Child 
100% cotton 
 

S   
M   
Lg 

 
$20 

Hat 
 

One size fits all $15 

 
Item cost plus shipping. 
Email order to Mary Barss:  marybarss@aol.com 
  
Cash or Make checks payable to:  Lime Lake Association 
(Note:  Merchandise purchases are not tax deductable). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

All profits support the Lime Lake Association projects & activities! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marybarss@aol.com


 
 
 
 
Swimmer’s Itch 101 
Swimmer’s itch is caused by a parasite primarily carried by the common merganser duck.  Merganser’s carrying the 
parasite can infect certain snails in freshwater lakes, which then release parasite larvae.  Humans are inadvertent and 
inappropriate hosts; the cercariae parasite may penetrate the skin but do not develop further.  The merganser trap and 
relocation program breaks the parasite's life cycle by not allowing parasite larvae to infect the host snails.  With less snails 
infected we have less swimmer's itch.   
 
 

 

Swimmer’s Itch Control on Lime Lake              
 
 
The Lime Lake Association funded a 3rd year of the swimmer's itch 
control/research program in 2017.   
  
Program components through Freshwater Solutions, LLC (FWS) 
included: 

•         Common Merganser Nest Location Discovery            

•         Common Merganser Trap & Relocation 

•         Weekly Water Sampling & qPCR Analysis 

•         Even Merganser Geolocator Application!      
 
 

  
 
 
The FWS (swimmer’s itch control company) team trapped and removed 2 broods of 
common mergansers (27 birds total) in an attempt to reduce the number of 
"merganser hours" on Lime Lake.  (Broods were relocated to beaches on Lake 
Michigan where the snails that act as carriers for the parasite are not found). 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Additionally, four (4) ‘suspect’ nest locations – mergansers nest in holes high up 
in trees not far from water – were identified.  (Nests, if confirmed, might be 
‘closed’ to future occupation by covering the hole with wire screening.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Results 
In 2017, the nine (9) weekly water samplings from four (4) locations on Lime Lake showed very few parasites present in 
the water. 
  
 
The LLA Board plans to continue with a control program in 2018 while evaluating options for maintaining low infection 
rates for years to come.  We could not do this important work without your membership! 
 
 



 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Meeting 2018 – Mark Your Calendar - July 28 - 9 am  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lime Lake Online 
Website    www.limelake.org 
 
Facebook    www.facebook.com/LimeLakeMichigan 
 
Swimmer’s Itch      
Michigan Swimmer’s Itch Partnership www.misip.org 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lime Lake Association Board  
 
The following are currently serving on the LLA Board:  
 
Dean Manikas  (President)   manikasdean@gmail.com   517-525-4532 
Tim Langlois  (Vice-President)  tim_leo_langlois@yahoo.com   231-766-1142  
Molly O’Toole  (Secretary)   molly@mollyotoole.com   630-258-1828  
Mark Fisher  (Treasurer)   mark@markfisher.com    231-228-6201  
Mary Barss     marybarss@aol.com    616-450-7696  
Lisa Genesen     lisa.genesen@att.net 
Jeff Kane     jeffkane@live.com   616-304-83534 
John Imboden    jkimboden@yahoo.com 
Ron Reimink    reiminkron@gmail.com 
Steve Olson     solson4899@aol.com   248-514-8746 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Edward L. Matulaitis    1936 – 2017 

 

Many on Lime Lake may have never had the pleasure to 

know Ed Matulaits unless you saw him out fishing or at 

the Cedar Rod and Gun Club. Ed was my neighbor and 

close friend for about 20 years. He and his wife Shirley 

moved into the family cottage on the west shore of the 

lake after retiring. He did so much for our lake in the 

background, but never talked about it. He was at the boat 

launch every spring helping scare off the seagulls and 

cormorants when the young brown trout were planted. 

His help removing beaver dams and controlling the 

overpopulation of beavers was invaluable. He helped 

maintain the lake water level and religiously kept an eye 

on the rock pile at the mouth of Shetland Creek. Ed was 

a master fisherman and always enjoyed a fish meal, and 

would share his lake knowledge with anyone who asked. 

Lime Lake will miss him in many ways no one will ever 

know about. Ed loved Lime Lake and showed his respect 

for the lake in everything he did. He is a true unsung 

hero and will be dearly missed. 

Recollections from Mark Fisher 

 

http://www.facebook.com/LimeLakeMichigan
http://www.misip.org/
mailto:manikasdean@gmail.com
mailto:tim_leo_langlois@yahoo.com
mailto:molly@mollyotoole.com
mailto:mark@markfisher.com
mailto:marybarss@aol.com
mailto:jeffkane@live.com
mailto:solson4899@aol.com


 
 

Member Roll               11.02.2017 

 
In Honor Gifts 
Patricia Heffron   In Memory of Al Heffron  Benefactor Support 
Michael & Vicki  Ross  For Swimmer’s Itch Control! Sustainer Support 
 
 

Members
 
Benefactor:  $250 (or more) 
Ryan & Amy DeVore       
Jeff & Cindy Kane 
Rob Kurtz & Molly O’Toole 
Jeff & Marcia Lee 
Deb Somerville      
 
Sustainer  $100  
Jim & Michelle Allen 
Fred & Sara Armbruster     
Steven & Michelle Bernatche      
Mary Forster 
Jack & Marnie Gossett  
Michael & Kristen Janowicz 
Bill & Jill Lora 
Mike & Pat Lora 
Dean Manikas & Susan Cocciarelli 
Robert & Darlene Martin       
Dennis & Ann Nisch  
Laura Ramus  
Phil & Kate Roos      
Michael & Vicki  Ross  
Richard & Maggie Skiver  
Russell & Anne  Steinman     
David Tabolt & Lisa Genesen   
Warren & Julie Veltman  
Carl & Dorothy Walker    
 
Supporter  $50 
Robert & Mary Barss  
Lucille Capra  
Chip & Laura Clark 
Tony & Connie Dahm 
Michael & Nellie Deaton    
Karen Douma      
Mark & Betsy Fisher 
Gary & Victoria Gallup  
Mike & Lori Goryl  
Jim & Dian Gruber  
Cliff & Sue Jacobs 
Gerry Jagosz  
Dale & Robin Johnson   
 

 
Dave & Janice Kleiner 
Dennis Kruch 
Robert McCubbrey  
Dennis Miller & Daina Briedis 
James & Jeanne Montie  
Steve Olson & Lynn Wilsher      
Ron & Linda Reimink 
Dave & Tracy Stachnik  
Fred & Joyce Stackable     
Rod & Cheryl Sturgeon  
Glenn & Jenny Whitaker   
John & Sharon Woods    
 
Member   $25 
Gene & Beverly Adams 
Daniel & Dawn Boss     
Sherry & Kip Cantrick    
Robert & Elaine Chauvin   
Paul Dechow & Joanne Blum     
Dennis & Erika Ferguson     
Jeff & Nancy Forrest    
John & Rene Forrest    
Steve & Cheryl  Grossman    
Doug & Lucy Hedley    
Patricia Heffron      
John & Kathy Imboden     
Jeff & Geri Lynn Klein    
Bruce & Barb Knapp 
John & Linda Kuhn      
Monna Meyer    
Bill Mills    
Bob & Linda Norris   
Greg Morton & Mary Pilbeam     
Don Parkinson  
Joe & Maribeth Perkins    
Patty Robinson  
David & Meghan Rousseau   
Betty Stachnik     
Ron & Denise Strong  
Nello & Geri Valentine      
Barry & Colleen Waclawski     
Tony & Kelley Zywicki, Jr

 



 


